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CURRENT LEGAL PERIODICALS AND BOOK 
REVIEWS. 



Principles of Circumstantial Evidence by William 
Wills, Esq., with American Notes by George E. Beers 
of the New Haven Bar and member of Faculty of the Yale 
Law School and Arthur L. Corbin also of the Faculty 
of the Yale Law School. Pp 448 notes. Boston: The 
Boston Book Company. 

This treatise on the Principles of Circumstantial Evidence 
although known and appreciated for a long time as the most 
satisfactory English work on the subject has hitherto lacked 
the classification and authority of American decisions to 
make it a practical working tool for the American profes- 
sion. The text originally written in 1838 by William Wills, 
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Esq., was from time to time republished until Sir Alfred 
Wills, Knt. and Judge of the High Court of Justice, issued 
the fifth edition in 1902. It is this edition to which Mr. Beers 
and Mr. Corbin have added their American Notes. The 
text, after discussing the general subject of evidence and 
the respective values of direct and indirect evidence then 
proceeds to take up the kinds and nature of circumstantial 
evidence. Beginning with the motive for the act, it treats 
of all things relating to the act from which inferences may be 
drawn. Expert testimony, tests and certain particular 
crimes, such as poisonings, which can in general be proved 
by circumstantial evidence only, are also considered. The 
American notes follow each chapter of the text and cover 
almost as many pages as the text itself. They follow the 
same sequence of thought, giving here and there brief digests 
of the facts and rulings in certain cases and frequent quo- 
tations from opinions which summarize the decisions. 

The text is written in a very pleasing style. All the rules 
and suggestions made, are not only discussed as to their merits, 
but are illustrated by several cases in which they have been 
applied. The American notes are very thorough and full 
of citations from Pa., N. Y., N. J., and other Eastern juris- 
dictions. The notes are full of digests of cases and quota- 
tions from opinions, which makes their reading almost as 
interesting as that of the text. The work ought to be one 
of value to the student as a very thorough and interesting 
review of this subject and to the practitioner as a reliable 
book both for authority and reference. 

H. P. E. 



NOTES ON RECENT LEADING ARTICLES IN LEGAL 
PERIODICALS. 

Harvard Law Review. — April. 

Presumption of the Foreign Law. Albert Martin Kales. Mr. Kales 
formulates, and in his article answers, this question, "under what 
circumstances .... does the court of the forum make a presumption 
as to the foreign law, and what is the presumption which it makes"? 
He gives three "possible rules for determining when the court of the 
forum will make a presumption as to the law of the foreign state, and 
what presumption, if any, it will make." The three positions are — 
first "when the court of the forum takes judicial notice that the foreign 
state has fundamentally the same system of iaw as that of the forum, 
the court of the forum will presume that the iaw of the foreign state 
is the same as that of the system of law (exclusive of statutory changes 
fundamentally common to both; otherwise there is no presumption 
at all." "The second position is that the law of the forum (even 
though it be statutory) is always applicable in the absence of proof 
of the foreign law." "The third possible position is a combination 



